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The Nobel Lecture by My Hero, Mother Teresa
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And so let us always meet each other with a smile, for the smile is the 

beginning of love, and once we begin to love each other naturally we want to 

do something. So you pray for our Sisters and for me and for our Brothers, 

and for our Co-Workers that are around the world. That we may remain 

faithful to the gift of God, to love Him and serve him in the poor together 

with you. What we have done, we should not have been able to do if you did 

not shares with your prayers, with your gifts, this continual giving. But I don’t 

want you to give me form your abundance, I want that you give me until it 

hurts.

The other day I received 15 dollars from a man who has been on his 

back for twenty years, and the only part that he can move is his right hand. 

And the only companion that he enjoys is smoking. And he said to me: I do 

not smoke for one week, and I send you this money. It must have been a 

terrible sacrifice for him, but see how beautiful, how he shared, and with that 

money I bought bread and I gave to those who are hungry with a joy on both 

sides, he was giving and the poor were receiving. This is something you and 

I- it is a gift of God to us to be able to share our love with others. And let it 

be as it was for Jesus. Let us love one another as he loved us. Let us love 

Him with undivided love. And the joy of loving Him and each other- let us 

give now- that Christmas is coming so close. Let us keep that joy of loving 

Jesus in our hearts. And share that joy with all that we come in touch with. 

And that radiating joy is real, for we have no reason not to be happy because 

we have no Christ with us. Christ in our hearts, Christ in the poor that we 

meet, Christ in the smile that we give and the smile that we receive. Let us 

make that one point: That no child will be unwanted, and also that we meet 

each other always with a smile, especially when it is difficult to smile.

And then another one asked me: Are you married, and I said: Yes, and I 

find it sometimes very difficult to smile at Jesus because he can be very 
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demanding sometimes. This is really something true, and there is where love 

comes- when it is demanding, and yet we can give it to Him with joy. Just as 

I have said today, I have said that if I don’t go to Heaven for anything else I 

will be going to Heaven for all the publicity because it has purified me and 

sacrificed me and made me really ready to go to heaven. I think that this is 

something that we must live life beautifully, we have Jesus with us and He 

loves us. If we could only remember that God loves me, and I have an 

opportunity to love others as he loves me, not in big things, but in small 

things with great love, then Norway becomes a nest of love. And how 

beautiful it will be that from here a centre for peace has been given. That 

from here the joy of life if the unborn child come out. If you become a 

burning light in the world of peace, then really a Nobel Peace Prize is the gift 

of Norwegian people. God bless you.
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