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Education is one of the blessings of life — and one of its necessities. That
has been my experience during the 17 years of my life. In my paradise home,
Swat, I always loved learning and discovering new things.

But things did not remain the same. When I was in Swat, which was a
place of tourism and beauty, suddenly changed into a place of terrorism. I
was just 10. More than 400 schools were destroyed. Women were flogged.
People were killed. And our beautiful dreams turned into nightmares.

Education went from being a right to being a crime.

Girls were stopped from going to school.

I had two options. One was to remain silent and wait to be killed. And
the second was to speak up and then be killed.

I chose the second one. I decided to speak up.

The terrorists tried to stop us and attacked me and my friends who are
here today, on our school bus in 2012, but neither their ideas nor their bullets
could win.

We survived. And since that day, our voices have grown louder and
louder.

Though I appear as one girl, one person, I am not a lone voice. I am
many.

I am those 66 million girls who are deprived of education. I am not
raising my voice, it is the voice of those 66 million girls.

One of my very good school friends, the same age as me, who had always
been a bold and confident girl, dreamed of becoming a doctor. But her dream
remained a dream. At the age of 12, she was forced to get married. And then
soon she had a son, she had a child when she herself was still a child - only
14. T know that she could have been a very good doctor, but she couldn’t...
because she was a girl.

In my own village, there is still no secondary school for girls. And it is
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my wish and my commitment, and now my challenge to build one so that my
friends and my sisters can go there to school and get quality education and
to get this opportunity to fulfil their dreams.

My great hope is that this will be the last time we must fight for
education. Let’s solve this once and for all.

Dear sisters and brothers, dear fellow children, we must work... not wait.
Not just the politicians and the world leaders, we all need to contribute. Me.
You. We. It is our duty.

Let us become the first generation to decide to be the last that sees empty
classrooms, lost childhoods, and wasted potentials.

Let this be the last time that a girl or a boy spends their childhood in a
factory.

Let this be the last time that a girl is forced into early child marriage.

Let this be the last time that a child loses life in war.

Let this be the last time that we see a child out of school.

Let this end with us.

Let’s begin this ending... together... today... right here, right now. Let’s
begin this ending now.

Thank you so much.
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